
March along, sing our song, 
We’re the Army of the free.

Count the brave, count the true, who have fought to 
victory.

We’re the Army and proud of our name.
We’re the Army and proudly proclaim:

First to fight for the right,
And to build the Nation’s might,
And the Army goes rolling along.

Proud of all we have done,
Fighting till the battle’s won,

And the Army goes rolling along.

Then it’s Hi! Hi! Hey!
The Army’s on its way.

Count off the cadence loud and strong (Two!, Three!);
For wherever we go,

You will always know
That the Army goes rolling along.
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A warm thank you to all those who worked to make this 
special day possible.  



Lt. Col. Annie “Merle” Lee is a native of Collins, Mississippi. She enlisted in 
the Mississippi Army National Guard in 1990. She graduated from William 
Carey University with a Bachelor of Science – Business Administration 
Degree in 2002 and was commissioned into the U.S. Army Quartermaster 
Corps in 2003. She earned a Master’s in Business Administration from 
William Carey University in 2006 and a Master of Strategic Studies from U.S. 
Army War College in 2022. 

Her military education includes the Quartermaster Corps Officer Basic 
Course, Ordnance Captains Career Course, Combined Logistics Captains 
Career Course, Support Operations Course, Human Resources Management 
Course, Reserve Component Theater Sustainment Course, U.S. Army 
Command and General Staff Officers Course, Intermediate Level Education 
Common Core, Advanced Operations Course, Joint Logistics Course, 
Logistics Battalion Commanders’ Course, and U.S. Army War College. 

Lee’s assignments include Maintenance Control  Platoon Leader, 367th 
Maintenance Company  in DeKalb and Mosul, Iraq; S4, HHD, 298th Corp 
Support Battalion, in Philadelphia during Hurricane Katrina; Maintenance 
Control Officer, 3656th Maintenance Company, Camp Shelby; Commander, 
3656th Maintenance Company, Camp Shelby; Ammunition Officer, HHD, 
298th Corp Support Battalion, Shindand Air Base, Afghanistan;  
Maintenance Management Officer, Joint Force Headquarters, Jackson; 
Maintenance Readiness Branch Chief, 184th Sustainment Command, 
Laurel; Commander, 2nd Ordnance Training Battalion, Camp Shelby; Chief 
of Staff-G4,  184th Sustainment Command, Arifjan, Kuwait; Battalion 
Commander, 106th BSB, 155th ABCT, Hattiesburg, Chief, 184th 
Expeditionary Sustainment Command, Monticello; Chief of Staff-G1, 184th 
Expeditionary Sustainment Command; Director of Personnel and 
Community Activities, Camp Shelby; and Chief of Staff, 184th Expeditionary 
Sustainment Command, Monticello.

Her awards and decorations include the Bronze Star Medal, Meritorious 
Service Medal with 2 bronze oak leaf clusters, Army Commendation Medal 
with 2 bronze oak leaf clusters, Army Achievement Medal with a 1 bronze 
oak leaf cluster, Army Reserve Component Achievement Medal, National 
Defense Service Medal, Humanitarian Service Medal, Afghanistan Campaign 
Medal, Global War on Terrorism Service Medal, Global War on Terrorism 
Expeditionary Medal, Army Service Ribbon, Army Overseas Service Ribbon 
with 3 bronze oak leaf clusters, NATO Medal, Combat Action Badge, and 
many other state awards. 

Lee and her husband, LaBarron have five children: Shavey, Ravan, Nia, 
Haley and Dwayne; and three grandchildren, Aiden, Avery, and Kayloni. 
They are members of the West Point Church in Hattiesburg.  

Lieutenant Colonel 
Annie M. Lee 

 Chief of  Staff, 184th 
Expeditionary Sustainment 

Command, Mississippi Army 
National Guard

C�L Ant�on� �. 
Cannon

�ene�i�tion
M�� ����ia �. ��o�e�

A��� �on�Christopher 
Thomas

Promotion of 
L�C Annie M. Lee 

M�� 
����ia 

�. 
��o�e�
Oath of 
Office
Ma�te

� o� 
Ce�e�o
n� MA� 
�e��ie 
�. �ol�

�o�t 
�e�a��

�
�� 

�o�n C. 
�i��

��o�oti
on o� 
L�C 

Ant�on
�  

Cannon

�ri�a�ier �e�era�
Christopher �. Thomas

Commander,184th 
Expeditionary Sustainment 

Command, Mississippi Army 
Nationa� ��a��

Brigadier General Christopher M. Thomas enlisted in the Mississippi Army 
National Guard on January 1988 as a Personnel Information Systems Specialist
in Camp Shelby, MS rising to the rank of Sergeant and mobilizing for Operation 
Desert Storm in 1990. He subsequently received his commission from the 
University of Southern Mississippi ROTC battalion in 1994 and was 
commissioned as a second lieutenant with the Corp of Engineers. 

His first assignment was with Alpha Company, 150th Combat Engineer Battalion 
where he served as Platoon Leader and Company Executive Officer. He then 
served as the Assistant Brigade Engineer Officer with the 155th Brigade Combat 
Team in Tupelo, MS. BG Thomas was chosen to serve as Company Commander 
of Charlie Company, 150th Combat Engineer Battalion in Houston and Okolona, 
MS where he commanded Charlie Company during its deployment as part of 
Operation Iraqi Freedom III in Najaf and Anbar provinces, Iraq (2004-2005).

Following the completion of his company command, BG Thomas served in a 
number of key staff positions with the 150th Combat Engineer Battalion, the 
168th Engineer Brigade and the 185th Aviation Brigade including, S-1, S-2, Plans 
Officer and Assistant S-3. He was then assigned as Battalion Operations Officer 
for the 155th Brigade Special Troops Battalion in Meridian, MS and later as the 
Battalion Executive Officer. BG Thomas has also served as the Brigade Survey 
and Design Engineer, the Brigade Operations Officer and the Brigade Executive 
Officer for the 168th Engineer Brigade in �icksburg, MS. BG Thomas was then 
selected to command the 890th Engineer Battalion in Gulfport, MS and recently 
was assigned as the Commander for the 154th Regiment (RTI) at Camp Shelby,
MS. BG Thomas currently serves as Commander of the 184th Expeditionary 
Sustainment Command in Monticello, Mississippi. He holds a Bachelor of Arts in
History from the University of Southern Mississippi, a master’s degree in 
strategic studies from the United States Army War College and a Juris Doctor 
degree from the Mississippi College School of Law.

His awards and decorations include the Bronze Star Medal, Meritorious Service 
Medal, Army Commendation Medal, Army Achievement Medal, Army Reserve 
Component Achievement Medal, National Defense Serve Medal, Armed Forces 
Reserve Medal, Iraqi Campaign Medal, Global War on Terrorism Service Medal, 
Armed Forces Reserve Military Medal, Non-Commissioned Officer Professional 
Development Ribbon, Army Service Ribbon, Overseas Service Ribbon, 
Parachutist Badge, German Armed Forces Badge for Military Proficiency, 
Combat Action Badge and the DeFleury Medal.

BG Thomas lives in Madison, MS with his wife Kristi and their children, 
Christopher, Cullen and Mary Catherine.
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